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HOUSE BI LL 2061

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Boldt and Carrell

Read first time 02/21/2003. Referred to Committee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Rel ating to encouraging court efficiency through cooperation
between courts and bail bond agencies; anending RCW 35.20.270 and
3.62.040; reenacting and anending RCW 3.62.020; and adding a new
section to chapter 3.02 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 3.02 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Where approved by the | ocal |egislative body, courts of limted
jurisdiction may enter into agreenents with one or nore |licensed bai
bond agencies for the purpose of executing bench warrants for an
accused's failure to appear or violation of a condition of release.
These agreenents may specify the scope of work, renuneration for
servi ces, and other charges deened appropriate.

(2) Upon the release of an accused on bail or on his or her
personal recognizance pending trial, a court using licensed bail bond
agenci es shall advise the accused in witing that his or her failure to
appear or violation of the conditions of release may result in a
warrant for the accused's arrest, that the warrant may be executed by
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a bail bond agency, and that the accused wll be financially
responsi bl e for rei nbursenent costs to the bail bond agency.

(3) Wen a warrant is executed by a licensed bail bond agency, the
court shall require the accused to pay the costs of executing the
warrant. Costs are limted to actual expenses incurred by the |icensed
bail bond agency in seeking, apprehending, and transporting the
accused. Such costs inposed constitute a judgnment against the accused
and survive a dismssal or acquittal of the underlying action agai nst
t he accused. The court may assign to the licensed bail bond agency any
debt incurred by the accused for the bail bond agency's costs of
executing the warrant.

Sec. 2. RCW35.20.270 and 1992 ¢ 99 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The position of warrant officer is hereby created and shall be
mai ntai ned by the city within the city police departnent. The nunber
and qualifications of warrant officers shall be fixed by ordi nance, and
their conpensation shall be paid by the city.

(2) Warrant officers shall be vested only with the special
authority to make arrests authorized by warrants and other arrests as
are aut hori zed by ordi nance.

(3) All crimnal and civil process issuing out of courts created
under this title shall be directed to the chief of police of the city
served by the court and/or to the sheriff of the county in which the
court is held and/or the warrant officers and be by them executed
according to law in any county of this state.

(4) No process of courts created under this title shall be executed
outside the corporate limts of the city served by the court unless the
person authorized by the process first contacts the applicable |aw
enf orcement agency in whose jurisdiction the process is to be served.

(5) Upon a defendant being arrested in another city or county the
cost of arresting or serving process thereon shall be borne by the
court issuing the process including the cost of returning the defendant
fromany county of the state to the city.

(6) Warrant officers shall not be entitled to death, disability, or
retirement benefits pursuant to chapter 41.26 RCW on the basis of
service as a warrant officer as described in this section.
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(7) Nothing in this section precludes a court of Jlimted
jurisdiction, upon the approval of the local legislative body, from
entering into agreenents with licensed bail bond agencies for the
pur poses of executing bench warrants for an accused's failure to appear
or violation of a condition of release as provided for in section 1 of
this act.

Sec. 3. RCW 3.62.020 and 1995 ¢ 301 s 31 and 1995 ¢ 291 s 5 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) Except as provided in subsection (4) of this section, all
costs, fees, fines, forfeitures and penalties assessed and collected in
whole or in part by district courts, except costs, fines, forfeitures
and penalties assessed and collected, in whole or in part, because of
the violation of city ordinances, shall be remtted by the clerk of the
district court to the county treasurer at |east nonthly, together with
a financial statenent as required by the state auditor, noting the
i nformati on necessary for crediting of such funds as required by |aw

(2) The county treasurer shall remt thirty-two percent of the
noni nt erest noney received under subsection (1) of this section except
certain costs to the state treasurer. "Certain costs" as used in this
subsection, neans those costs awarded to prevailing parties in civi
actions under RCW4.84.010 or 36.18.040, or those costs awarded agai nst
convicted defendants in crimnal actions under RCW 10.01.160,
10. 46. 190, or 36.18.040, or other simlar statutes if such costs are
specifically designated as costs by the court and are awarded for the
specific reinbursenent of costs incurred by the state or county in the
prosecution of the case, including the fees of defense counsel. Mbney
remtted under this subsection to the state treasurer shall be
deposited as provided in RCW 43. 08. 250.

(3) The balance of the noninterest noney received by the county
treasurer under subsection (1) of this section shall be deposited in
the county current expense fund.

(4) Al noney collected for county parking infractions shall be
remtted by the clerk of the district court at |east nonthly, with the
information required under subsection (1) of this section, to the
county treasurer for deposit in the county current expense fund. |If
the court uses licensed bail bond agencies to execute warrants, as
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provided for in section 1 of this act, the clerk shall remt all noney
collected for the reinbursenent of bail bond agency expenses to the
bai | bond agency that incurred such expenses.

(5) Penalties, fines, bail forfeitures, fees, and costs may accrue
interest at the rate of twelve percent per annum upon assignnent to a
col l ection agency. Interest may accrue only while the case is in
col | ection status.

(6) Interest retained by the court on penalties, fines, bail
forfeitures, fees, and costs shall be split twenty-five percent to the
state treasurer for deposit in the public safety and education account
as provided in RCW 43.08.250, twenty-five percent to the state
treasurer for deposit in the judicial information system account as
provided in RCW 2.68.020, twenty-five percent to the county current
expense fund, and twenty-five percent to the county current expense
fund to fund |l ocal courts.

Sec. 4. RCW3.62.040 and 1995 ¢ 291 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Except as provided in subsection (4) of this section, all
costs, fines, forfeitures and penalties assessed and collected, in
whole or in part, by district courts because of violations of city
ordi nances shall be remtted by the clerk of the district court at
least nonthly directly to the treasurer of the city wherein the
vi ol ati on occurr ed.

(2) The city treasurer shall remt nonthly thirty-two percent of
the noninterest noney received under this section, other than for
parking infractions and certain costs, to the state treasurer.
"Certain costs" as used in this subsection, neans those costs awarded
to prevailing parties in civil actions under RCW4. 84. 010 or 36.18. 040,
or those costs awarded agai nst convicted defendants in crimnal actions
under RCW10.01. 160, 10.46.190, or 36.18.040, or other simlar statutes
if such costs are specifically designated as costs by the court and are
awar ded for the specific reinbursenent of costs incurred by the state,
county, city, or town in the prosecution of the case, including the
fees of defense counsel. Mney remtted under this subsection to the
state treasurer shall be deposited as provided i n RCW 43. 08. 250.

(3) The balance of the noninterest noney received under this
section shall be retained by the city and deposited as provided by | aw.
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(4) Al noney collected for city parking infractions shall be
remtted by the clerk of the district court at least nonthly to the
city treasurer for deposit in the city's general fund. If the court
uses licensed bail bond agencies to execute warrants, as provided for
in section 1 of this act, the clerk shall remt all noney collected for
the rei nbursenent of bail bond agency expenses to the bail bond agency
that incurred such expenses.

(5) Penalties, fines, bail forfeitures, fees, and costs may accrue
interest at the rate of twelve percent per annum upon assignnent to a
col l ection agency. Interest may accrue only while the case is in
col | ection status.

(6) Interest retained by the court on penalties, fines, bail
forfeitures, fees, and costs shall be split twenty-five percent to the
state treasurer for deposit in the public safety and education account
as provided in RCW 43.08.250, twenty-five percent to the state
treasurer for deposit in the judicial information system account as
provided in RCW2. 68. 020, twenty-five percent to the city general fund,
and twenty-five percent to the city general fund to fund | ocal courts.

~-- END ---
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